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EPITOME 

OF 

ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


Giiahmar is chat science which teaches us the nature 
of words in any language, and the rules for their use. 

Knglisli Crrammar is divided into four parts, 1. Ortho- 
graph}/, II. Etymology, ILL Si/ntax, and IV? Prosody. 

I. Orthography treats of two things, (1) dvi powers 
of the English letters, and (2) their comhiiiatiou, so as to 
form syllables and wordsIL Etymology treats of the 
cfassijication and derivation- of words :—HI. Syntax of 
the- government of words, and the construction of sen¬ 
tences :—and IV. l^rosody of the rules of poetry and 
composition. • 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1. There are twenty-six letters in the EngUsh lai|guage, 
viz. a, b, c, 8(0. These letters are divided into vowels and 
consonants. 

2. The letters wliich can be articuhited by a simple 
sound are called vowels. They are a, e, i, o, u. 
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y 3. The letters irhieh cannot be articulated by a simple 
sound, but^hich require the aul of^ vowel, to perfect their 
sound, are called consonants. They are the remainiuj^ 
letters of the alpliabet. 

4. The consonants are divided into mutes, semi-vowels, 
and liquids. • The mutes have no sound of their own and 
require the concurrence of a vowel as b, d, p. The semi¬ 
vowels have an imperfect sound of their own as f, s, x. 
The liquids are semi-vowels, and are so called because their 
own sounds flow or glide into the sounds of other conso¬ 
nants to winch they are pttached ;—^they are I, m, n, r. 

5. W and p are either vowels or consonants, accord¬ 
ing to the situation in wltich they may be placed. If at 
the beginning of a word or syllable, they are called conso¬ 
nants ; but ill any otlier situation, they are called vowels. 

£xami' 1 .e. —In the wonl few, wis a vowel, but in 
wise it is a consonant. In the word hep, p is a. vowel, but 
in the word pes it b a consonant. 

6. Ttvo vowels when united in the same syllable, form 
what is called a diphthong, as, oi in oil, ou in proud. 
Three vowels in the same situation, form a triphthotig as, 
inv in yietv. 

- Here there are certainly three letters joined together but 
their union does nut produce any sound different from tliat 
of a diphthong. 

7. There are two kinds of diphtliongs, proper and 
improper. In proper diphthongs the sounds of both the 
vowels are united Ao as to form but one sound. In improper 
diphtliongs only one of the vowels is sounded ‘.—ou in 
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prated is an example of a proper diphthong, oa in boat of 
an improper diphtliong, 

8. A syllable is a sound formed by one letter, as I; or 
mare than one, as Thou. It may express either a won/, 
as ffood, or part of a word, as good-ness. 

9. A word of one syllabic is called a mtonosgllable; of 
two, a dusyllable; of three, a trisgllable. Any word 
containing more than three syllables is called a polysyllable. 

Qocstions. 

What do you term the Grammar of a langua^ 7 
Iuh> how many parts is the Grammar of the English longnage 
dividi'd 7 * 

Name these parts and state the particular attributes of each. 
How many letters are there in the Alphabet of the English 
language 7 

How are these letters divided 7 

flow do you distinguish a vowel, and how a consonant 7 
W'by arc some of the consonants called liquids f 
When ore w and y called vowels and when consonants 7 
What do you term the union of two vowels 7 
Give examples of proper and improper diphthongs. 

How are words of one, two and three syllables distinguished 7 
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ETYMOLOGY. , 

* . * * 

AI] words of the Hkiglish language are divided into 
nine aortSi at os they are usually called parts speech,-^ 
They are, 1. Tho Article. 2. The JVo««. 3. The/Vo- 
noun. 4. The Adjective^ 5, The Verb, 6. The Ad~ 
verb. 7. The JhreposUion. 8 . The Conjutietion. and 9. 
Tlie Interjection. 

Akticle. 

1* The article is a word placed before a noun, to limit 
its signiiicatioiv as, a mdh, the man, the men. 

2. There are two articles, a, and the. The is the 
definite article, a, tlie indefiniu*. A becomes an before 
words beginning with a vowel, 

Note —fho converse of this proposition is also Jield, that is 
to say, it is held that the indefinite article i^a»,wlu<:h is cbanip-d 
into a, before words beginning with a consonant. This has an 
air of great probability, particularly if we refer to the sumo 
port of speech in the Latin, French and other languages. 

3. The definite article points out some particular indivi¬ 
dual or individuals of a class. 

4. The Indefinite article simply points out one individual. 
It is |daced only before singular nouini. 

* 5. Sometimes the article is omitted before a noun ; in 
this c^ tlie sense of the noun is taken in its greatest 
latitudcy or in its most comprehensive significadoii, as in 
the sentence, “ M an, was made for society.” Man is not 
used to denote one individual, but the species, or all men 
in general. 
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QlTEBTlOSg. 

Which is the second ]|art of English Grammar % 

How many sorts of words are there in the English language ? 

Name them. 

What is an article ? 

How many articles are there ? 

Which is the definite article and which thojndefinite ? 

What change docs a undergo before a vowel sound ? 

Noun. 

1. A noun is the name of any object wliich has a 
material existence, or of any thftig, quality, or projmrty 
wliich is conceivwl and acknowledged by the mind to have 
an independent though immaterial existence, as boy, gold, 
school, strength, prudmice, learning. 

2. There are two kinds of nouns. 1. Propcr*Nomis. 2. 
Common Nouns. 

3. The names of Men, of Places of Rivers of Momitains, 
&c. arc Proper Nomis. (1) 

4. Common Nouns (2) include equally all tlie individuals 
of a class and die classes themselves. 

Example. — George, Hamchunder, Gang^, Benares, 
Dhawalagiri, Moon, are Proper Nouns. Boy Man, 
River, City, Mountain, Planet, are Common Nuuns.^ 

5. Nouns wliich represent things having a material or 

real existence are called Concrete Nouns ; diose wliich re¬ 
present notions or conceptions of the mind are called Ab¬ 
stract Nouns. , 

6. Nouns arc inflected by Gender, Number, and Case. 
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. 7. Gender .—^There are three Genders, the Masculine, 
the Feminise, and the Neuter.. Tl)e two first are applied 
to animals, viz., the MascuUne to males, and the Feminine 
to females ; the last applies to objects. , 

8. There are three methods of distinguishing the sex— 
(1) The femisinc is expressed by a dificrent word from 
die masculine, as— boy, girl; husband, wife. 

‘(2) The feminine is formed by adding a terminatiug 
syllable to the masculine, as, lion, lioness. 

(3) The masculine and feminine nouns are the same, 
but have either an adjectice, pronoun, or another twun, 
prefixed to them, as he goat, site goat. , 

The following are nouns that are distinguished by 
the 1st method— 


ASCDUNSi! 

FaunaicE. 

Masculike. 

* 

b'EMUdmi:. 

Man 

Woman 

Wizard 

Witch 

Husband 

Wife 

BuU 

Cow 

Bridegroom 

1 Bride 

Boar 

Sow 

Father 

Mother 

Drake 

Duck 

Boy 

Girl 

Dog 

Bitch 

Son • 

Daughter 

Cock 

Hen 

Brother 

Sislor 

Buck 

Doe 

Uncle 

Aunt ^ 

Bullock 

Heifer 

Nephew 

Niece 

Hart 

Koe 

King 

Queen 

Stag 

Hind 

Lord 

Lady 

Gander 

Goose 

Earl 

Countess 

Stallion 

Mare 

Widower 

Widow 

liam 

Ewe 



C » ] 


10. The following by tlie 2nd method-*- 


aSCL'LlKE. 

Fehlkine. 

Litfti 

Lioness 

Actor 

Actress 

Author 

Autlioress 

Poet 

Poetess 

Heir 

Heiress 

Host 

Hostess 

Jew 

Jewess 

Prophet 

Prophetess 

Traitor 

Traitress 

Priest 

Prieste.ss 

Emperor 

Empress 

Peer 

Peeress 

Count 

Couotess 

Duke 

Duchess 

Testator 

Testatrix 

Hero 

Ilerouic 

11. The following by the 


M.ISCULI!<E. 


Masculine. 

Feuinine. 

Shepherd 

Shepherdess 

Viscount 

Viscountess 

Governor. 

Governess 

Master 

Mistress 

Marquis 

Marchion^s 

Director 

Directress 

Abbot 

Abbess 

Benefactor 

Benefactress 

Hunter 

Iluntresd 

Tiger 

Tigress 

Adulterer 

Adulteress 

Sorcerer 

Sorceress 

Giant 

diantess 

Prince 

Princess 

Executor 

Executrix 

Sultan 

Sultana 

rd method— 



Feminize. 


A male Child 
A male Servant 
A male Elepliant 
A man Servant 
A he Goat 
A he Bear 
A cock Sparrow 


A female Child 
A female Servant 
A female Elephabt 
A maid Servant 
A she Goat 
A she Bear 
A hen Sparrow 
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, 12. . iVnmtoi—have two numbers the Singular 
and the FJjural. The ^gukr denotes one; the plural 
denotes any mimher more than one. 

13. The plural is formed generally by the addition of s 
to the singular noun,—as cludr, chairs. 

14. Nouns eqding in x soft, ch, sit, and ss, form their 
plural by addiug es to tlie singular, as box, boxes ; church, 
churches ; fish, fishes ; dress, dresses. If y be preceded 
by a vowel, it takes * after it, as ket/, kegs; but if y be 
preceded by a consonant, it is changed into i, and takes es 
after it^ as fly, files. „ 

15. Nouns ending m f ot fe change .these terminations 
into ves, to form the plural, as loaf, loaves; knife, 
knives. 

16. Tlje following are exceptions to tliis rule, dwarf, 
mischief, chief, handkerchief, relief, ‘grief. 

17. Some nouns form their plurals very irregularly, as, 
man, men ; child, chddren ; goose, geese; mouse, mice; 
louse, Uce; foot, feet; tooth, teeth; brother, brothers 
and brethren. 

18. Some nouns are used only iir the singular number, 
as sloth, pitch, pride ; and the names of metals, as gold, 
silver, iron, tin, lead, &c. togetlier with the names of 
individual virtues and vices, &c. as generosity, honesty, 
temperance, freedom, drunkenness, avarice, &c. 

19. Some nouns arc used oidy in tlie plural number, as 
riches, scissors, lungs, ashes, &c. 

20. Some nouns are the same in both numbers, as 
deer, sheep, swine, &c. 
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21. Cate ,—Nouns have three cases (1) NominaiKT%; 
(2) Possessive, (3]f Ol^tiue. 

22. The Nominative is the noun itself and >s the 
ject of «ome action or event. 

23. The Possessive denotes that the noun postestet 
some otlter noun in the sentence. It is formed by adding 
s to the singular, with an apostrophe (thus ’) before it In. 
plurals, and when the noun singular ends in s, the apostro¬ 
phe is retained, but the s is not added. 

24. The Objective denotes that the noun is the d>ject 

of some action. • 

Example of thg three cases, “ Cassinauth tore Juggo- 
mohun’s book.” Here Cassinauth is the Nominative and 
subject of the action (verb) tore : Juggomohun’s is in the 
])ussessive case, and shews tliat the noun Juggomohun 
possesses the noun •book. Book is hi die Objective case, 
and is tlie object of the action (verb) to tear ; or in other 
words, is, the thine/ tom. 

25. An English noun is thus declined— 

SiKouLAit. Plitbal. 

Nom. A Master Nom. Mastem 

l\iss. A Master’s Pass. Masters’ 

Obj. A Master Obj. Masters. 

• 

QmsTioits. . 

What is a noun ? 

How many kinds of nouns arc there ? 

By what term do you designate a noun which has a palpable 
or material existence ? 
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M an abstract noun ? 

What is tl^ difference between gropeg an^ common noons ? 
How are noons inflected ? 

What do yon mean by gender ? 

How many genders are there ? 

State the methods by which the sexes may be expressed. 
How many nombers have noons t 
How is the ploild of noons generally formed Y 
IftHiat noons hare their ploral formed by the addition of et to 
the singolar ? 

How do yon form the ploral of noons which end in / and ye? 
Name the exceptions to the role. 

Are not some noons nsed only in the singular, some only in 
the ploral, and others in both numbers t 
Produce examples, • 

How many cases hare nouns ? 

State the properties of the Nominative, Possessive, and Objec¬ 
tive cases. 

How is tile possessive,case distinguished^? 

Give examples of the three cases. 

Decline the following nouns,—^man, woman, horse, judge, 
church, wife. 


Peonoun. 

• 

1. A pronoun Is a word used for, or instead of a noun. 
* Example.— sent for Charles, and he came.—This is 

preferable to sajring, ^ sent for Charles and Charles came, 
though* it means the same thing. 

2. There are six classes of pronouns (1) Personal, (2) 
Belative, (3) Possessive, (4) Demonstrative, (5) Distri¬ 
butive, (6) Indefinite. 
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8. (1) There ^are five Personal pronouns, viz. I, of 
the first person,— Th^ of the second person,-*-fie. She, 
of the third person. The Plurals of these are We, of the 
first parson,— Fe or Vou, of the second person,— 2%ey of 
the third person. 

4. (2) The; Relative pronouns are ivko, which, that, 

and what. Who, which and what are also used in asking 
questions, and are then called Interrogatives: but this 
arrangement does not affect or destroy their character as 
relatives,—^the only difference being, that, instead of bdng 
referred to a noun antecedent, they relate to a noun tub- 
sequent- ^ * 

The noun whose place is supplied by a personal or 
relative pronoun, is called the Antecedent to that pro¬ 
noun. 

5. (3) The Possessive pronouns viy, thy, his, her, its, 

our, your, their stand for nouns in the Possessive case, 
and being attached to other nouns, take the form of ad¬ 
jectives. The reciprocal noun self, (plural selves'), being 
joined to any of the alxtve, forms the compound substan- 
tives myself, thyself, hisself (i. e. himsef) herself, itself, 
&c. • 

6. (4) 7%is and that (plural these and those) are called 
Demonstrative pronouns; they havf the form of adjeft- 
tives.— This, relates to a thing, person, or evenij present, 
— that, to one distant. 

7. (5) Each, every, either, and neither, are called 

Distributive pronouns, ore used to denote one of 

a numlier, and have the form of adjectives. 
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8. (6) Some, other, any, aU, such, one, none, cer¬ 

tain are ctJled Indefinite praiiouiK, since they announce 
their subjects in a vague or indistinct manner.—They have 
the form of adjectives, except other and one, which are 
used as substantives. 


9. Inflection *bf the Personal pronouns. ' 


Febbok. 

Case. 

SlNODEAB. 

PjCTniAI.. 

First. 

Nom. 

1 

We 

Common Gien. 

Poss. 

Mine (My) 

Ours 

< » 

Ohj. * 

Me 

Us 

Second. 

Nom. 

• 

Thou 

You 

Common Gen. 

Poss. 

Thine (Thy) 

Yours 

$9 « 

Obj. 

Thee 

You 

Third. 

Nom. 

He 


Mas. Gen. 

Poss. 

His 


99 

Ohj. 

Him 

They 
- Theirs 

Third. 

Nom. 

She 

Them 

Fem. Gen. 

Poss. 

Hers 


99 

’Obj. 

Her 


10. Inflection i 

of the Impersonal or Neutral Pronoun, 

Febson. 

Case. 

SlNO. 

Flubai.. 

Third 

Nom. 

It 

They 

Neuter Gren. 

Pass. 

Its 

Theirs 

99 

Olj. 

It 

Them 
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11. Inflcclaon oj the Helative and InterrogatweVto- 

noun. Who. ’ * • 

Singular and Plural, Nom. Who: /bss. Whose: Olg. 
Whonf. 

12. Inflection of the Substantive Pronouns One and 


Other. 

Sing. 

Nom. One 

Pass. 

One’s 

06/ 

One 

Plural 

„ Ones 


Ones’ 

n 

Ones 

Sing. 

„ Other 

n 

Other’s 

99 

Other 

Plural 

„ Others 


Others’ 

99 

Others. 


13. The other pronouns arc indeclinable. , 

Noth.—(1) In the table of the personal pronouns the term 
common gender has been used. To explain this, it is necessary 
to inform the learner that the ^rsonol pronouns of the first 
and second person, may equally be used by, or applied to persons 
of cither the masculine or feminine gender. In thd same way 
many nouns are indiscriminately referred to either males or 
females, without any definite indication of the sex. Such words 
or terms are therefore said to be common to both genders. For 
instance the word friend may mean cither a man or woman,— 
the word child is applied equally to a boy or girl. 

Note. —(2) Obsm e thatwme and nnj are both used to indi¬ 
cate possession in the first person—and thine and thy in the se¬ 
cond. The following rule will be found nscful. When the noun 
is expressed we use wy ; whon the noun is not expressed, but 
understood, we use maw. 

Examfee. —This is my hat—Whose hat is this ? It is mow. 
In the first assertion the noun hat is expressed ; in thtr second 
assertion, in answer to the question, it is only understood. 

Thine and thy are only used in solemn speaking, or in poetry. 
Tht/ hand O Lord bath made us and fashioned us.—^Lct not thy 
left hand know what thy right hand doeth. 

C2 
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Yours and your are now used instead of iMne and ihy. We 
say, gire me your hand, instead* of ^ve me thy hand. That 
book is yours instead of that book is Otine. 

Questions. '' 

For what word does a pronoun stand 1 

Give an example ? 

How many classes of pronouns are there ? 

Go through the personal pronouns ‘i 

What kind of pronoun is It? 

Name the relative pronouns. 

Are any of these also interrogatives ? 

When used in asking qiiestions do the pronouns who, whit-h- 
anti what lose their character of relatives, syid why nut ? 

What do you call the antecedent to a pronoun ? 

Enumerate the possessive pronouns ? 

Which of the demonstrative pronouns should be applied to 
denote a parson, thing or event present ? 

Name some of the indciinite pronouns ?' 

AVhich of these are called substantive pronouns 


Aujective. 

1. An adjective is a word which expresses the quality of 
a noun ; as, a new Book, a clever man. 

2. Adjectives denoting qualities that con be citlier in¬ 
creased or diminished, admit of comparison. 

3. There are two degrees of comparison, the Compa¬ 
rative and tile Superlative. 

4. The adjective in its simple form is called the Positive 
State of the adjective. 
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o. The comparative degree increases the value of the 
positive one degree, «r lessens it to the samnextent: as, 
wise, wiser ; litdc, less. 

6. The superlative increases the value of die positive 

to the greatest degree : as, wise, wisest, or decreases it to 
the least : as, little, least. , 

ExamMI.—P ositive state or simple adjective wise ,— 
Comparative wiser, —Sujierlative,— wisest. 

7. The comparative and superlative degrees are form¬ 
ed from the positive state, or simple word, by adding r or 
er for the comparative, and st os'est for the superlative as 
-shewn in the preceding example. 

.S. The adverbs more and most when prefixed to the 
po.silive, have precisely the same effect; but it is a general 
rule that mouosyllahlcs should be ^mpared By the ter¬ 
minations, and all other words, excepting dissgllahles 
euditig in le and y by the adverbs. 

9. Li the comparison of adjectives ending in y that 

letter is always changed into i before the terminations er 
and csf.-as, dry, drier, driest; happy, happier, hap¬ 
piest. • • 

• 

10. There are some positive or simple adjectives 
which have a superlative signification, and therefore do 
nut admit of comparison, as, cldef, extreme, perfect, 
right, wrorig, nniversal, supreme, eternal, perpetual, 
Sfc. A few adjectives end in most; these of course 
have a superlative significafjon ; as, inmoSt, innermost, top¬ 
most, outmost, foremost. 

c 3 
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11. Some adjectives an* compared^ irregtilarly; tht 
]>iindpal of tthese are 

Positive State. Comi-arative. Superlative. 


Good 

Uetter 

liciSt 

Bad 

Worst? 

Worst 

Little 

Less 

dl 

Much! 

Maiiy j 

Mort? 

Most 

Near 

Nearer 

f Nearest 
*[ Next 

Late 

Later 

( Latest 
*1 Ljist 

Old 

folder 

'' J i )ldest 

^ KJder 

( Eldest 


12. IJiminutive adjectives are fonnetl by adding the 
terminatioi;- ish to the positive : as, blacky bUickish, that is 
somewhat black ; hlucy bluish ; salty saltish, 

13. There is auotlier class of adjectives used to denote 
numbers, and called Iiy the general term, Nunscral adj<K:- 
tives. 

14. Numeral adjtxtives are of two kinds, CartUxial 
and Ordinal, 

15. The Camlinal are, oftCy two, threcy fonty tj-c. 
The Ordinal, firsty second, third, fourth, 

Questions. 

What is an adjective f 

Are adjectives varied in any way ? 

What classes of ^adjectives admit of cumparison ? 

What do you call the I'ositive siate of the adjective ? 

How many degrees of comparison are there ? 
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If yon wished to increase or diminish the value of the idea 
conveyed by the Positivu state, one degree,—whict) of the two 
degrees or forms would you use ? 

How is the Comparative degree of an adjective formed, and 
how thb Superlative ? • 

Name two adverbs which ore used to espress the degrees of 
comparison,,^ 

Wliat is the general rule regarding the comparison of adjec¬ 
tives, by the terminations and the adverbs ? 

In the comparison of adjectives ending in y, what changi; 
d<ies that letter undergo ? 

Name a few tuljectives in the Positive state which admit of 
no comparison. 

Why cannot the qualities expressed by these atjjcctiviv Im; 
«ximpar(!d ? 

Go through the list of atjjectivcs which are compared irre¬ 
gularly. 

How nr<- the Himinutive adjectives formed ? 

What Diminutive adjective is formed from the w&rd diibl f 

What does that express ? 

IIow many kinds of Numeral a^ectives arc there ? 

Name a few Cardinal Numeral adjectives. 

Give the corresponding Ordinols ? 

Verb. 

1. A verb is a word which affirms something to exist, 
or which declares or commands something to l>e dune, or 
suflered,—Verbs are either Active Transitive, Active 
Intransitive, Passive, or Ncitter:* . They are also either 
Jie^ilar, Irregular, or Defective, , 

* XhiB arrangement nu^ be taxed with boiuc complicated} but it la un* 
doubtedly the moat orderly one. To the reman that it. is poaslinc to dis-s 
tingiiibh lietwccn active iutnuisitivo vorbS} aud those which are abiMilatoly 
neuter^ 1 would answer—So much the better—tho diflioulty will induce 
Tedei'tioO} and rejection must bring with it uuprovenient, and give to thv 
pu}^ a habit of disiriminatiug between truth aud em»r*—The oommon briut 
of dividing verbs into the two classes of trwuntive and intranaitiye, gives 
rise to much looseness of csqiressiou. 
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2. Active Transitive verbs are those which denote 

that kind of action, which passes frem the agent, to some¬ 
thing else, which is called the object, as, “ John heats 
Thomas.” Here beats^ shows the relation in which these 
two nouns stand towards each other. Joint the agent or 
subject acts, and this action jtasscs on to^the immediate 
object Thomas. The same fact might have been conveyed 
by using the passive form of the verb, and saying, “ Tho¬ 
mas is beaten by John,” if it were not that it is tlie object 
of the speaker to point out, chiefly, not who is beaten, but 
who beats. , 

3. Active I/istransiiife verbs are those which express 
that kind of action which is confined to the agent, ami 
which does not affect any thing beyond that: as, “ John 
runs.” 

To ruti implies actian, but it is action of a kind whieli 
has no effect upon any thing beyoTtd John him¬ 
self. Many verbs of this nature are improperly railed 
neuter. 

4. A Passive verb shews that the nomi which is 
chiefly spoken of, is acted upon by some other noun which 
is of secondary importance, atid which is the' agent of the 
action. 

• Example. —“ Thomas is beaten by John.” That which 
is of primary importance in this sentence, is the fact that 
Thomas is beaten. Thomas, therefore, though the ob¬ 
ject acted upon, becomes the nominative to the verb, it 
being the particular province of a passive verb to point out 
the object enduring or receiving an action. John the 
agent is in no way connected with the endurance of the 
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action, and may Ije considered part of a distinct clause, 
wliicli forestals the qu^tion*that would naturally arisen viz., 

“ by whom ?” 

5. Neuter verb expresses neither acdon nor endur¬ 
ance of an action,—but existence, or a state of’being,— 
sensation, or fe*ding :— I am, I live, I thirst, I trem¬ 
ble, I die. 

6. Verbs are varied by Mode or Mood, Tense, Number 
and Periion. Mode is the manner in which the verb 
declares a thing to be done. Or, in other words, a verb is 
made to assume various forms, t(j enable us to express.the 
modes or ways hr wliieh we act, -feel, or think, and these 
forms are called the Modes or Moods of a verb. 

7. Mood. Tliero are five Moods.—(1) the Indicative. 
(2) the Imperative. (3) the Potential. (4)P the Sub¬ 
junctive. (5) the Infinitive. 

8. (1) The Indicative simply affirms, as : I love, I run. • 

y. (2) The Imperative commands or entreats : as. Say 

your lesson. Oblige me. 

10. (3) The Potential implies possibility, power, or 

necessity : Ss, It may he a fine day, I can'manage a 
•horse. You must go to school. ‘ 

11. (4) The Subjunctive expresses that the action br 
event, or the endurance of an action is of a dubious or 
contingent nature: as, ijf I strike the dog, it will bite 
me. 

12. (3) The Infinitive^ expresses a tSiing in a general 
manner, and, without rrference to number or person. 
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13. Tense expresses the time of an exkUnce, action, 
or suffering.* The present, thS pcSit, and the future are 
the three chief divisioDS of time :—im of these, the past 
and the future, are subdivided,—^the past into the Imper¬ 
fect, perfect, and pluperfect, or the first, second and third 

‘ preterit tenses,—jand the yhtere into the imjjprfect and per¬ 
fect, or first and second future tenses. These are more 
fully developed in the conjugation of a verb.* See page 28. 

14. Number, Verbs submit to the government of 
nouns, in the singular and plural numbers. 

l^. Person. There ^ three persons m each number. 
The agent, when si)caking, is the fust |X!rson ; when 
spoken to, is the second person ; when spoken of, is in 
the third person ; and in this particular, the verb must 
correspond with its agent or Nominative. 

16. Participles. — N participle is that part of the verb 
• which partakes of the nature of an adjective and very often 

of a substantive. 

17. Verbs have three participles, the Present, the 
Perfect, and the Compound perfect 

18. The pmewt is formed by adding ing to the verb, 
as hving j the perfect is fonned by adding dot ed to regu¬ 
lar verbs, as, heed u the compound perfect is formed by 
prefacirrg the present jrarticiplc of the verb To Have, as, 
having loved. — Do, he, have, shall, rvill, mag, can, are 

* Some GrtunnuiriaoB bate clogged the language wiUi sooh tcuses as pre* 
eeut and past Emjikatdc, a variety of prqgreBsivoa, and even a Aitnre pro* 
wwive r—bot Wflat 18 meant by a ** Preveui f^ure^etfedtenucf" 1 tiud 
^ tense in Mr. Ei8dal<''8 “ Outlinra of English Orammwr.” 
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called Auxilary V^rbs.—Be and have are also J^rineipal 
verbs. 

19. Kinds eS verbs. —Verbs are either Begular, Irre¬ 
gular *ea D^ective. 

20. Begular verbs are those which have their imper¬ 
fect tense, aiii3i*perfect participle, formed,by the addition 
of d or ed; as, 


I’eesekt. 

luPF.KFECT. FebTECT FaBTICIFLE. 

Call 

called 

called 

Love 

loved 

• loved 

Learn 

. learned 

* learned 

21. Irregular verbs are 

those which have tlieir im- 


perfect tense and perfect participle formed in any other 
way : as, 


I’JBESESI. 

iMPERTECT. 

Febtect Far 

Give 

gave 

given 

Buy 

bought 

bought 

22. Jlefffitive verbs are those wliich can be used only 

in some of their moods and tenses. 

The following are some 

of them 



Presest. 

IMTERFECI. 

Febfect Fasticiple. 

May 

might 


Can 

could 


Shall 

should 


wm 

would 




PSEfiENT. 

Must * 
Ought 


[ « ] 


iMFEitFECT. Perfect Paeticipi.e» 
must* • 
ought* 

23. There are some verbs which are used, in aJ] their 
moods and temses, only with tlte impersonal or neutral 
pronoun It, —To rainy to snow, to thun^r are of tliis 
class. 

Example.— It rains, it rained, it will rain, it may 
rain, 

24. The following is a list of most of the Irregular 
verbs in the Englisli language 

Paebent. Imi'eafect. Pekpect Pakticifle. 


To abide 

abode 

abode 

To arise 

arose 

arisen 

To be " 

was 

been 

To hear (to bring forth,) bare 

born 

' To bear (to 

cany) boro 

borne 

To beat 

beat 

beaten 

To begin 

began 

begim 

To bend 

bent 

bent 

To beseech 

besought 

besought 

To bid 

‘ bade 

bidden 

^ To bind 

bound 

bound 

To bite 

“ bit 

bit^n 

To bleed 

bled 

bled 

To blow 

blew 

blown 


* Cobbett, in Lettar*yjn. ctf bis Qraxamsi, %a.yi, *• OiMht is madlc use 
of only in the present tinie/’>^But it is evident from the foUowise sentences 
that Doth and mtui may treat of patt tiine.>~“ He ought to Auve knoten 
better,"—*' He did not coxae though he mutt have heard me chJI him. 
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Fbesekt. 

lUPEBFECI. 

Perfect PARTrctPEi- 

To break 

< bnnce 

broken 

To breed 

bred 

bred 

To bring 

brought 

brought 

To buy 

bought 

bought 

To cast 

cast 

cast 

1 

To catch 

caught 

caught 

To chide 

chid 

cliidden 

To choose 

chose 

chosen 

To cleave 

clove 

cloven 

To cling 

clung 

clung 

To come 

came • 

come ' 

To cost 

cost 

cost 

To cut 

cut 

cut 

To do 

did 

done 

To draw 

drew 

drawn 

To drink 

drank 

drunk 

To drive 

drove 

driven 

To cat 

ate 

eaten 

ToM 

fell 

fallen 

To feed 

fed 

fed 

To fee^ 

felt 

felt 0 

To fight 

fought 

' fought 

To find 

found 

found 

To flee (to avoid pursuit) fled 

fled 

To fling 

flung 

flung 

To fly (as 

a bird,) flew 

flown 

To get 

got 

gotten or got 

To give 

gave 

gi^en 

Togo 

went 

gone 
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Peesent. 

Impeeeect. 

To grind 

ground* 

To grow 

grew 

To have 

had 

To hide 

hid 

To hit 

liit 

To hold 

held 

To hurt 

hurt 

To keep 

kept 

To know 

knew 

To lay 

Jaid 

> To lead 

lad 

To leave 

left 

To lend 

lent 

To let 

let 

To liS (to reeling) lay 

To lose 

lost 

To make 

made 

To meet 

met 

To pay 

paid 

To put 

put 

To r^d 

read 

To rend 

rent 

To ride 

rode 

To ring 

rang 

To rise 

rose 

To run 

ran 

To say 

said 

To see • 

saw 

To seek 

sought 


Pebteot Paeticiple 

• 

• ground 
grown 
had • 
hidden 
Jiit 
held 
hurt 
kept 
known 
laid 
led 

* left 
lent 
let 
lain 
lust 
made 
met 
paid 
put 
leajl 
rent 
ridden 
rung 
risen 
run 
said 
seen 
sought 
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Peesekt. 

Impereect. 

Peeeect Pabticiwjb. 

To sell 

soM 

sold 

To send 

sent 

sent 

To set (to 

place) set 

set 

To sliakc 

shook 

shaken 

To shear. 

sheared 

^ shorn 

To shed 

shed 

shed 

To shine 

shone 

shone 

To show 

showed 

shown 

To shoe 

shod 

shod 

To shoot 

shot . 

shot 

To shrink 

shrank 

shnmk 

To shut 

shut 

shut 

To sing 

sang 

sung 

To sink 

sank 

sunk 

To sit 

sat 

sat 

To slay 

slew 

slain 

To sleep 

slept 

slept 

To sling 

shuig 

slung 

To smite 

smote 

smitten 

To speak 

spoke 

spoken 

To spteS 

sped 

sped 

To spend 

spent 

spent 

To spin 

spun 

spun 

To spread 

spread 

spread 

To stand 

stood 

stood * 

To steal 

stole 

stolen 

To stick 

stuck 

stuck 

To strike 

sfhrck 

stricken or struck 

To swear 

swore 

sworn 


z> 2 
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Prebekt. 

Ihferpect. 

Pebpect PaBTICU’LE. 

To s^m 

swam ' 

swum 

To take 

took 

taken 

To teach 

taught 

taught * 

To tear 

tore 

tom 

To tell 

^ told 

lold 

To think 

thought 

thought 

To throw 

threw 

thrown 

To thrust 

thrust 

tlinist 

To tread 

trod 

trodden 

To wear 

wore 

worn 

* To weep 

Wopt 

wept 

To will 

won 

won 

To wind 

wound 

wound 

To work 

worked or wrought 

worked or WTought 

To write 

- wrote 

written 

25. Conjugation of the irrcgulary a.nxiliaryy and 


active verb To Have. 

To Have. 

INDICATIVE MOOD. 


Present Tense, 


SUV^VIAB. 

Per. 

1 1 have 

2 Thou hast 

3 He, she, or it has 


I*Luiul. 

Per, 

1 We have 

2 Ye or you have 

3 They have 
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Itpperfeet Tense (past.) 


Plural. 

Per. 

Per. 

1 I had 

1 We had 

2 Thou hadst 

2 Ye or you had 

3 lie, she, or St had 

3 They had. 

Perfect Tense (past.) 

SiNGCua. 

Plural. 

1 1 have had 

1 We have had 

2 Thou hast had 

2 \e or you have liad 

3 He, slie, or it has had 

3 Q'hey have had 

Pluperfect Tense (past.) 

S1SG111.AR. 

I’lural. 

1 I had }iad 

1 We had had • 

2 Thou hadst had * 

2 Ye or you had had 

3 lie, she, or it had had 

3 They had had 

First Future Tense (imperfect.) 

Singular. 

Plural. 

1 I shall or fliill have 

1 We will have 

2 Thou wifi have 

2 Ye or you wiB have 

3 He, she, or it will have 

3 They will have 

Second Future Tense (perfect.) 

Singular. 

Plural. • 

1 I shall or will have had 

1 We will have had 

2 Thoii &c. wilt have had 

2 Ye or you^ill have had 

3 He, she, or it will have* 

3 They will have had 

had 
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IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

SlSGCljlB. 

Plcbal. 

Per. 

Per. 

1 

] 

2 Have thou or do diou 

2 Have ye or you, or, do 

have 

ye or you have 

a 

a 

POTENTIAL MOOD. 

Present Tense. 

SlSOULAU. 

Pl-UnAL. 

1 I may or can have 

1 We may have 

2 Thou mayst, &c. have 

2 Ye or you may have 

3 He, she, or it may have 

3 They may have 

Imperfect Tense (past.) 

SWCULAB. 

Pl-fUAI,. 

1 I might, could, vrould, or 

1 We might have 

should have 


2 Thou raightet, &c. have 

2 Ye or you might have 

3 He, she, or it might 

3 They mighi hive 

have 


Perfect Tense (past.) 

Sukutlah. 

PLintAL. 

1 I may or can have had 

1 We may have had 

2 Thou maySt, &c. have liad 2 Ye or you may have had 

3 He, slie, or it may hiive 

3 They may have had 

had 
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Fhipe^ect^ Tense (past.) ^ 

Plbbal. 

Per. , Per. 

1 1 might, could, would, or 1 We might have ^ad 
should have had 

2 Thou mightft, &c. have 2 Ye or ydu might have had 
had 

3 lie, she, or it might 3 They might liave had 
have had 

SUBJUNCTIVK MOOD. 

f 

Present Tense (contingent.) 

SlSCrLAR. 'Plcbai,. 

1 If I have 1 If we have 

2 If thou hast . 2 If ye or you have 

3 If he has 3 If they have 

Future Tense (contingent.) 

SlNOrr,AB. PtCBAU. 

1 If J have 1 If we have> 

2 If thou 2 If ye or you Ijave 

3 If he, she, or it have 3 If they Jiave 

INFINITIVE MpOD. 

Present Tense. To liave. Perfect. To have had. 

PAimCIl’LES. -■ 

Present. Ilaving. • Perfect. Had. 

Compound Perfect. Having had. 
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26. All regular active verbs are conjugated m the 
following manner: ' ^ 

Activk Voice. 

To Call. ' 

INDICATIVE MOOD. 

^ Present Tetise. , 

Siireni.AB. Tlujcal. 

iW. • Per, 

1 Icall 1 We call 

2 Thou callcst 2 Ye or you call 

3 He, she, or it calls ^ 3 They call 

Imperfeci Tense (past.) 

SiSOHLAB. Pl.tTBAL. 

1 I called 1 We called 

2 Thou calledst 2 Ye or you called 

3 He, she, or it called 3 They -called* 

Perfect Tense (past.) 

SiNCUijui. IYubal. 

1 I have called 1 We have called 

2 Thou hast callerl 2 Ye or you have called 

3 He, she, or it has called 3 They have called 

Pluperfect Tense (past.) 

Sinoulah. Plukal. 

1 I had called 1 We had called 

2 Thod hadst called 2 Ye or you had called 

3 He, she, or it had called 3 They had called 

* The auxDiary rerb (pi^eirat) do (impf>r([ect) dtd^ if applied to the present 
and imperfect tenses of a priinapal rerb, give to the assertion greater 
Iff ckoratiier,^ and form what some Gnuumarisns have very improfitaliiy 
cruat^ into distinot tenses, under the iiame of preaeiU and pant jbhHphaiie. 
f^Vide Kiadaloj extracled/rom McOuUuak.J 
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First Future Tense (imperfect.) 

SmavLAR. Plubai.. ' 

/Vr. Fer. 

1 I shall or will call 1 We shall or will call 

2 Thou wilt call 2 Ye or you will ca’l 

3 He, she, or\i will call 3 They will call 

Second Future Tense (perfect.) 

SlNOniAB. Pl-URAt. 

1 I shall or will have called 1 We will have called 

2 Thou wilt have called 2 Ye or you will have called 

3 He, she, or it will have 3 They will have called 

called < 

IMPEKATIVE MOOD. 

SlNGITLAIl. PtURAL. 

1 - 1 

2 Call thou, or do thou call 2 Call, ye or yovt, or do ye 

or you call 

3 -3- 

roTEirriAL mood. 

SiRGOi.Aa. Pltibai~ 

1 1 may, can, or must call 1 We may ortan call 

2 Thou maj'st or canst call 2 Ye or you may or can call 

3 He, slie, or it may or can 3 They may or can call 

call . 

Imperfect Tense CJ>ast.) 

SiNOm.AB. PctlRAI.. 

1 I might, could, would, or 1 We might call 

should call , 

2 Thou mightst, &c. call* 2 Ye.or you might call 

3 He, she, or it might call 3 They might call 
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Perfect Tense (past.) 

Sliro'AJkB. '' ' PWEAL. 

Per. Per. 

1 I may or can ha^c called 1 We may have called 

2 ThouVnayst, &c. havecalled2 Ye or you may have called 

3 He, she, or it may have 3 They may have called 
called 

FUiperfect Tense (past.) 

SmauLAa. IYcrai. 

1 I might, could, would, or 1 We might have called 
should have called • • 

2 lliou mightst, &c. have 2 Ye or ^you might have 

ctdled called 

3 He, she, or it might liave 3 Tliey might have called 
called 

suBJcnsrcTiVE mood. 

Present Tense (contingent.) 

SlNOULAS. I’CCItAI.. 

1 If I call 1 If we call 

2 If thou caltest 2 If ye or you call 

3 If he, she, or it calls 3 If they call ' 

Future Tense (eontingent.) 

' SiNGtji.AB. ^ Elciui,. 

1 If 1 call 1 If we call ' 

2 If thou call* 2 If ye or you call 

3 If he, Bhe,mPr it call* 3 If tliey cull 

* The eeoond end third ptvsoee Hingular, of the fhtlire contingent, only, 
preterre this form; all the other tc&aea of this mood are precisely similar 
to those of the ladi^tive. 
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INFINITIVE mood: 

• 

Present Tense. To call. Perfect To have called. 

PAKTICIPI.KS. 

Present Caning. Perfect Called. 
Con^amnd Perfect Having^called. 


27. Conjugation of the. irregular, aimliary, and 
neuter verb To Be. 

To Be. 

INDIC ATI VEi ‘mood. 

Present Tense. 


SlNOTn.4B. 

Per. 

1 I am 

2 Thou art 

3 He, she, or it is 


PLuaAi.. 

Per. 

1 We^rs 

2 Ye or you are 

3 They are 


Imperfect Tense (past.) 


SlNOUUUt. 

1 I was • 

2 Thou wast 

3 He, she, or it was 


Plobal.* 

1 We were • 

2 Ye or ydU were 

3 They were 


Perfect Tense (past.) 

SiNonuLK. FlubVi. 

1 I have been 1 We have b^h 

2 Thou hast been 2 Ye gr you have been 

3 He, she, or it has been 3 They have been 



[ 

^ ] 

Ytuperfect Tense (past.) 

SlN01>LAIl. 

• •rnURAL. 

Per. 

Per. 

1 I had been 

1 We had been 

2 Thou ^dst been 

2 Tc oryou had been 

3 He, she, or it had been 

3 They liad been 

First Future Tense (imperfect.) 

SlNCTOAB. 

• Pldbal. 

1 I shall or wiD be 

1 We will be 

2 Thou wilt be 

2 Ye oryou will be 

3 He, she, or it will be ' 

3 They will be 

Second Future Tense (perfect.) 

SiNOou^n. 

PtCBAL. 

1 I shall or will have been 

1 We will have been 

2 Thou wilt have been 

2 Ye oryou will have been 

3 He, she, or it will have been 3 They will have been 

IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

SnvatTLAB. 

Plubal. 


] 

2 Be thou, or do thou be 

2 Be ye or you, or do ye or 


you be 

9 

a „ 

POTENTIAL MOOD. 

Presait Tense. 

Smavhjcu. 

rUTBAI.. 

1 I may or cail be 

1 We may be 

2 Thou mayst be 

2 Ye oryou may be 

3 He, she, or it may be 

3 They may be 
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c? 

Imperfect Tense Cpast.) 

SlNOm,AR. 

Plura?.. 

Per, 

Per, 

1 I might, could, would, or 

1 We might, could, would. 

should be 

or should be 

2 Thou mighjst, &c. be 

2 Ye or you miglit be 

3 lie, she, or it might be 

3 They imght be 

Perfect Tense (past.) 

SlNOmLAJl. 

Pl.tTBAL. 

] 1 may or can liave l»ften 

1 We may have been 

2 Tliou mayst &c. have been 2 Tie or you may have Jieeii 

;i lie, she, or it Tnay have 
been 

o They may have been 

JHttperfect Tense (past,) 

SiKGVLAa. , 

• . lYCKAr.. 

1 I might, could, would, or 
. slioidd have been 

1 We might have been 

2 ,'rhou mightst, &c. have 

2 Ye or you might have 

been 

been 

3 He, she, or it might have 

3 They migfit have been 

been • 

SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 

Present Tense (cotHingent.J 

SlNOULAlC. 

VhVVtXL, 

1 If I am 

1 If wc are* 

2 If thou art 

2 If ye* or you are 

3 If he, she, or it is 

E 

3 if they are 
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Imperfect Tense (contingent.) 


SlKOOl&B. 

1 If I were 

2 If thou wert 

3 If he, she, or it were 


• • Plukai,. 

1 If we were 

2 If ye or you were 

3 If they w'ere 


Futvre Tense (contingent.) • 


■ SmsetAE. 

1 If I be 

2 If thou be 

3 If he, she, or it be 


PtUKAL. 

1 If we be 

2 If ye or you be 

3 If tliey be 


INFINITIVE MOOD. 


Present tense. To be. Perfect. To have been. 
PABTICirLES. 

Present, lieing. Perfect. Been. 
Compound perfect. Having been. 


28. Conjugation of the regular passive verb, To hr 
loved. 


To Be Loved. 


INDICATIVE MOOD. 
« 


Present Tense. 


SlNGULAB. 

1 I am loved 

2 Thou art loved 

3 lie, she, or it is loved 


Pl.UBAI« 

1 We are loved 

2 ICe or you are loved 

3 They are loved 
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Ipiperfect Tense (past.) 

SlNCn-AIt. rLTIRAL. 

J I was loved 1 We were loved 

2 Thoft west loved 2 Ye or you were loved 

a He, she, or it was loved 3 They were loved 

. Perfect Tense (past.)^ 

SiNGui^AB. Pi,r;jiAr» 

1 1 h.ive been loved 1 We have been loved 

2 Thou hast been loved 2 Ye or you have been loved 

3 He, she, or it has been 3 They have been loved 

loved ^ , 

Pbiperfect Ten^. (past.) 

SlK0ur.AE. Pl.nEAL. 

1 I bad been loved 1 We had been loved 

2 Thou hadst been loved 2 Ye or you had been loved 

3 He, she, or it lisid been 3 Tho^ had been loved 

loved 

First Future Tense (imperfect.) 

SlNOCLAK. Pl.ITEAI,. 

J I shall or will 1)0 loved 1 We will be loved 

2 Thou shall &c. be loved *2 Ye or you wSl be loved 

3 He, she, ft will be loved 3 They will be loyed 

Second Future Tense (perfect.) 

SlNGTILAK. ^ lYuEAt. 

1 1 shall or will have been 1 We will have been loved 

loved * ♦ 

2 Thou shall &c. have been 2 Ye or you will have been 

loved loved * 

3 He, she, or it will have* 3 They will have been loved 
been loved 

E 2 
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IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

SlNOTJI,AK. * rtUEAL. 

Per. Per, 

1 - 1 --- 

2 Be tKttu loved 2 Be ye or you loved 

POTENTIAL MOOD. 

Present Tense. 

SlNUUl.AIi. I’l.CRAL. 

1 T may or can be loved 1 We may be loved 

2 Thou may St be loved 2 Ye or you may lie loved 

3 He, she, or it may be loved 3 They may be loved 

Imperfect Tense (past.J 

SiKOULAE. , ' PtUEAI.. 

1 I might, could, wotild, or 1 We might be loved 
should be loved 

2 Thou miglitst,&e. be loved 2 Ye or you might be loved 

3 He, she, or it might be 3 They might be loved 
loved ' 

' Perfect Tense (past.) 

« 

SlNOnUAK. 1 ’l.UKAI.. 

1 1 may or can haveJteen 1 We may have been loved 
loved 

2 Thou mayst, &c. have 2 Ye or you may have been 

beet) loved < loved 

3 He, she, or it mhy have 3 They may have been loved 

been loved * 
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Pluperfect 


Tense (past.) 


Sm(niLA.it. 


rumAL. 


Per. 

1 I might, could, would, or 
sliould liavc been loved 

2 Tliou miglit^t, &c. have 
been loved 

3 ITe, she, or it might have 
been loved 


Per. 

1 "We might have been loved 

2 Ye or you might have been 
loved 

3 They might have been 
loved 


SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 

• • 

Present Tense (f.on,tingent.) 

SiNOCLAK. I’LtJIlAI.. 

1 If I am loved 1 If we are loved 

2 K thou art loved 2 If ye or you a®' loved 

3 If he, she, or it k loved 3 If /hey' are loved 

Imperfect Tense (contingent.) 

SinOULAE. PliUEAI-. 

1 If I were loved 1 If we were loved 

2 If thou wert loved 2 If ye or yofl were loved 

3 If he, slie, or it were loved 3 If they W'ere loved 

• 

Future Tense (contingent.) 

o • 

SlNGOLAB. •PlUBAL. 

1 Ifr I be loved 1 If we In; loved 

2 If thou be loved 2 If ye or you be loved 

3 If he, she, or it be loved 3 If they be Hived 

Mote. —The other tensed of this nn>od resemble those of the 
Indicative. 

£ 3 
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INFINITIVE MOOD. 

/Ve«e«#.«.To be loved. Perfect. To have been loved. 

Paeticiples. 

Present Being loved. Perfect Loved. 

Compound Perfect Having been loved. 

Note.—^A ny of the aiix'liary verlis with their variation.- 
being placed before a principal verb, will givi! it an mtemiga- 
tive form —as, Poes he call ? Pid he call V Can hi- run ? 
Could they see i &c. 


. Questions. 

How do you define a verb ? 

How many kinds of verbs ore there ? 

Name them. 

How are verbs classed with respect to their conjugation and 
the formation of their participles ? 

Define an active .ransitivc verb. 

Give an example of an active transitive verb, and explain 
your reason for calling It such. 

What does an active intransitive verb express ? 

Produce an example. 

Give the definition of a passive verb. 

For what purpose is a passive verb especially used f 
Produce an example. 
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Huw do you distinguish a neuter verb ? 

Ilow are verbs varied • 

iXow many moods have verbs i 

State the nature of the iudieative mood. 

When is a verb us(‘d in the imperative mood ? 

Whieli of ih<.^ mot>d.<» is used to express power, possibility or 
nwiessity ? , ^ 

State the properties of the subjunctive mood—also of the ihfi- 
nitive. 

What do you uiidorstand t)y tense ? 

Wliieh arc the chief divisions of time ? 

• • 

Name the subdivisions of j)ast time—also of future tiinc^ 
ill what particuTars must verl& be made to agreti with the 
nouns which govern them ? 

Ihifine a participle. 

How many participles are there ? • 

Itow are ihe^se paftieiplos formed ? * 

Name those verbs which are called atixiliary or helping 
verbs. 

Which of these are also called primipal verbs ? 

How do you distinguish regular verbs from^lhose which hi’i: 
irregular ? , 

Clive examples. • 

What do you term those verlis which can he usetl only in 
home of their moods and tenses ? '» • « 

M(‘ntion gome verbs whiidi are used only in the third person. 
Oo through the list of the principal irregular verb! in the 
English language. 

How may you give a verb an iiiterroga^ve ffirm ? 

(Conjugate the following \erbs,—-pW/, run,ffo, wrikf discooer, 
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AnvEife. 

1. An Adverb is a word which is joined to a verb, to 
an adjectife, and very often to another adverb, to express 
its quality, or soipe circumstance respecting it ; as. You 
read well. You are a very good boy. Tlie bird sings very 
sweetly. 

2. Adverbs are divided cliiefly into the following classes : 
(1) Adverbs of time. (2) Adverbs of number. (3) 
Adverbs of place. (4) Aflverbs of quantity._ (5) Adverbs 
of manner or quality. 

3. (1) Adverbs of time. —The following are some of 
this class : 

Of time Jiresetif, — '^ow, to-day, &c.^ 

Of time past, —Yesterday, long ago, lately, hitherto, fic. 

Of time future, —To-morrow, hereafter, presently, iimne- 
diately, by-and-by, henecfort.h &c. 

Of time indefnite, —Often,, sometimes, seldom, soon, 
when, then, never, agaui, daily, weekly, &c. . 

4. (2) Adverbs of number. —The following are a 
few : once, twice, tlirice, &c. 

5. (3) Adverbs of place. —Here, there, where, hence, 
thenac, whence, forw'ard, backward, upward, dowilward, Src. 

6. (4) Adverbi? of quantity. —Much, little, sufficiently, 
enough, abmidaitdy, &c. 

7. (5) Adverbs of manner, dr quality. —This class 
of adverbs is the most numerous. The distinguishing 
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ivature»of these lulvorbs, is, that they are generally formed 
from adjectives by the«addkion of /y, or by clianging le into 
fy; as, correct, correctlyi sweety sweetly; simple, simply; 
able, ahly; forcible, forcibly. 

Notk.—T lio temniTiation ly is not however ulwiyys to be 
as the charwterislic of an adverb, as wt* have some 
adjtHitives ending in A/, as man/y, womanly^ maidenly^ isaindy^ 
heaoettly^ ^r. 

. Questions. 

To what other parts of speech are adverbs joined ? 

Why an; they joined to them ? 

Point out the adverbs in the foll(jwing sentenws, and stale to 
*hat parts of speech they are joined. You ride biddly, J aato 
him lately. She is a miry gviet girl, lie speaks very forcibly. 

In what classi's ore adverbs chiefly dividtHi ? 

Produce t^xamphis of adverbs expressible of time, present, past, 
‘uture and indefinite. 

Mention a few adverbs of number, of place, and of quantity. 

Which class of adv<*rbs is the most numerous ? 

From what part of spt'wh are adverbs <if this class gimeraJly 
brmed ? * # 

t 

Is the lermina^on ly always indicative of an adv<‘rb ? 

Mention some words ending in ly which are not adverbs. 


Pkeposition. 

1. A Preposition is a word which shews th(' relation 
between one Noun or l*ronoun, and anotlier ; as. He came 
''mn 11JS house to my house. 
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2. The foDowing list contains the principal prepositions 
in use,— '■ 


Of 

in 

towards 

near 

To 

into 

under 

or 

Fof 

with 

above 

up 

At 

. within 

below 

down 

From 

without 

boiieatlf 

along 

By 

over 

between 

nronud 

After 

hefore 

behind * 

about 

On 

among 

through 

except 

Across 

agahist 

beyond 



I 

QiJESTIONS. 


Give the definition of a preposition. 

Produce an example in which the use of a proposition is ren- 
derisl imperative. 

Go through the list of propositions which are principally 
used. 


Conjunction. 

1. A poajunotiou is a part of speech which connects 
words and senten-tes—as, John and James came hnt they 
spon went away. 

2. Conjunctions are of two kinds, connective and dis- 
junctijc. 

3. The following are conjunctions— 

Connective. — And, if, that, for, since, then, loth, 

because, wherefore, inerefore. 
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DlSsmuCTlTE.— Either, neither, or, ’ nor, though, 
although, but, unlessf as,» than, lest, yet, however, not- 
wUbstanding, nevertheless. 

QuESTioirs. 


What is a cni^nTiction ? 

In the followinR' sentpnee w\iat dons the first conjunction 
connect, and what the second? ** John and James came, but 
they soon wont away.” 

How many kinds of conjunctions are there f 

Go through the list of cunjanctions^canncctive and disjunctive. 

> 

iNTEBJECTIOIf. 

1. An Inteijcction is a word used as a sigji of some 
sudden emotion of tiie mind,—as od/-expressive of pain ; 

/ of di.sgust; pshaw ! of contempt. 

2. The following are inteijecdons,— O ! oh / ah ! alas ! 
hush ! ho ! lo ! behold ! hark ! hah ! fie ! avaunt! 
indeed I welcome ! adieu ! farewell! 

Questions. 

What is an interjection ? 

Produce an example in which tllfi interjection shews tfic 
speaker's an^ish of mind. , ^ 

Give other examples in which the intcrjei^ons indicate the 
speaker’s pleasure, pmn of body, surprise, &c. 

'Enumerate some of the principal inteijeption& 
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SYNTAX. 

1. Syntax con»sts of two things, Concord and Oo- 
vemmenl. 

2. Concordsigm&es agreement; Goeernment signifies 
rule, power, or iiifiuence. 

Tiic foDowing short rules will, it is hoped, be found suf¬ 
ficient to guide the learner in the attainment of a competent 
knowledge of the right construction and agreement of 
words. 


Gknbkai. Rules. 

Rule I.* An actipct or neuter verb^has for its nomina¬ 
tive the subject of the actioti, hemej or event: as, I run ; 
He lives; It raim. 

Rule n. A passive verb has for its nominative the 
object acted upon: as, Thomas is, beaten. 

Rule III. ^Active transitive verbs goveiji the objective 
case of nouAs and pronouns : as. Bring a bodk; I esteem 
her. * 

"Rule IV. Pronouns must be of the same gender, num¬ 
ber, and person, as their antecedents: as, Charles is a 
. good boy,— he l^ns his lessons. 

Rule V. TJje possessive case of a noun is governed by 
some other noun, wiiich is the person or thing possessed: 
as, Bwarkanauth's boolt; Jolm’s hat. 
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Rule VI. A verb iii the Infinitive mAod, is either go- 
Tcnied by another as, We should endeavour to 

improve—or, assumes the governing power in a sentence: 
as. To eonipicr, was thy good fortune. 

Note.—V erbs in lliis mood are frequently goyemed by 
mihstantwes, adjectives, and jmrtieiples, —as, 1 am anxious to go : 

1 have a tcish Jo see him ; Hoping to sih; h^, I undertook the 
journey, it is proper also to remark, in tliis place, that the 
infinitive mood is sometimes made absolute ; Ex : To begin. To 
conclude. 

Rule VII. A noun coining after the neuter verb to he, 
is in the ease of npjtosUion with 'tlie noun whieli precedes 
the verb : as. It it day. “ 

Rule Vnj. Wlien a noun or pronoun is put bi^fore a 
particijile, and is independent on the rest of the .sentenro, 
it is in the nominative case, and is distinguished'as the case 
absolute; as. The enemy hariny rallied, it was impossi¬ 
ble to witlistand the iury of tlicir next attack. The chan¬ 
cellor Jieing attached to the lung, his crown was tocured. 

Rule IX. Nouns that follow active hitransitive verbs are 
governed in the objective ca.se, by prepositions : as, I walk 
to town. * * • 

Rule X. Conjunctions eouncct the same moods and 
tenses of verbs, and cases of noIHis and pronouns ; bul if 
they be us»d to connect different moods and tenses, jthe 
nominative should be repeated-, as,— Ile^ay promise, but • 
he teill not perfonn. 
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PROSODYf 

It being no part of the plan of tliis “Epitome” to 
enter u^n a consideration of the rules of Prosody, the 
learner is referred to Muebay, McCui-LOCH, and other 
large works. 



APPENDIX. 


EXAM*PLES OF PAlfSING. 
Examplk 1. 

The sun rises (I) in the East; ai^ when he rises, (2) it is 
day._ • 

i 

( The parsing of this sentence.) 

The —is tlic definite artide, and limits the noun sun. 
Sun —is a proper noiiu, of the masculine gender, ( hyper- 
sonijication) tliird person, singular nuiuher, and the nomi¬ 
native of the verb rises. . 

Rises (1) —^is an irregular active intransitive verb, of the 
pre.sent tense, of* the indicatife mood, third person, singular 
number, andaafrecs with its nominative st(n.>(Rulc I.) 

In —^is a preposition. • 

East —is a proper nomi (an adjective; used as a notut*) 
of thc^neutjr gender, third per.son, sihgulat number, and is 
in tht objective case, being governed by the preposition in. 
(Rule IX.) 

The —is the definite article, and limits the noun east. 

* Au adjefthf unce it eridentlf ioUicatca ft point or quarter. 
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And —a connective conjunction. 

Wlien-As an adverb of time*inddfimte. 

Jle —is a personal pronoun, hating the noun sun for its 
anteceiicnt, of the masculine gender, third person, angular 
number, and the nominative of the verb rises (2.) 

Rises (2)—^is an irregular active intransitive verb, of the 
present tense, of the indicative mood, thii^ person, singular 
number, and agrees with its nominative he. (Itulc I.) 

It —^is an impersonal pronoun, of the third person, singu¬ 
lar number, and is the nominative of is (part of the verb 
To !te.) ' * 

Is —is a part of the ne!. to verb To he, of the present 
tense, of the indicative mood, third person, smgular iium- 
Irer, and agrees with its nominative it. (Rule I.) 

Day —-is a comujou noun, of the neuter gender, third 
penion, angular number, and in the case of apposition* 
with it (or the nominafivc after the neuter verb To be) 
(Rule VII.) 

QuEsnoKj. 

• * 

What part o&specch is mm 9 
Why of the mascplinc gender ? 

What kind of verb is rises (I) f 
How is it governed ? ^ 

How jjS rises (2) governed ? * 

What part of speech is east 9 
Is it strictly sy-^aking a noun ? 

• Two or more noiina mfnSqHmt ore said to be ia apponiwa with a noim 
SHtendeta when they reier to the same thing. 
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Of w4at mimher ^ it ? 

Can it have any plnrnf ? ^ 

How is it govemwl,—and in what case ? 

Whut^ind of adverb is when ? 

What part of spewh is Acf 

OeeliiK- it,—ayd mention its antecedent. 

In what case is /i^atid what verb does it g#tern ? 

Of what verb is it the nominative ? 

What p.art of speech is day? 

Why of the neuter gender ? 

In what case is it ? » • 

Wliat do you meajt by tlie case of apposition ? 

JvSAMri.E 2. 

To liim tile King : Oh Ajax, oh my friend ! *•* 

Haste, and I’afriarlus’ lov'd remainh defend ; 

The body to Achilles to restorg. 

Demands our cave ; alas, wt; can no more ! 

Homers Iliad, —^Pope. 

* * • . * 

( The parsing of this stmtence.!) 

To —is a ^ircposition. * , 

Him —^is a jiersoiial pronoun, of the Masculine gender, 
third ])erson, .singular nunilier, and in the objective caSt*, 
governed b* tlie jirejiosition * ' , 

The —is tlie definite article, and hmiti the noun king. ' 
King —is a common noiin, of the maaculine gender, 
third person, singular nuinber, and is tKe nonuuaUve«af the 
verb sm'cf (understood.) 
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Oh —^Is an intcijecdon, expressive of grief. 

Ajax —^Is a proper noun,_*i‘t{ie niasculinc gender, second 
person, singular number, and in the case of address.* 

OA—*is an interjection, expressive of anguish.^ 

—is a possessive selective pronoun. 

Friettd —^is a<ommon noun, of the jnasculinc gender,{ 
s(1;ond person, singular number, and in the case of apposi- 
tum witli Ajax. 

Haste —is a regular active intransitive verb, of the im- 
per.itive mood, second' person, suigular number, and agrees 
witli its nominative thou (understood.) ^ 

And —is a connective ci^unction. 

Patroclus' —is a proper noun, of the masculine gender, 
and in t^j. poss(!Ssive case, governed by tlic succeeding 
noun remains, (liulo V.) 

—(Loved) is a,participial adjective, expressing tlic 
quality of the noun remah..s. 

ltemains—\s a common noun, neuter gender, third per¬ 
son, plural nut iber, and in the objective case, govu'ned by 
the active transitive verb defend. (Uulc HI.) 

Defend —^is a legular active transitive verb, of the im- 
perative moo<i, S'-cond person, singular number, agreeing 
witit its nominative thott (understood.) 

The —is the definite article, and limits the noun bodg. 

* Th« CM« r»f in KneUsh, anHwers to tbe in Latin* or to 

the Shu^HiithM in Bonga'i and Bhungaurit. 

t The repeiition of the int^tNJtiou, argues an iscreased dttgree of grief. 

} Aa. referring to otherwise eummon to both genders. 
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—is a, qpmmon'noim of tlie nntnr gender, third 
person, singular numblr, the objAtivc %se, being 

governed by the active transitive verb w restore (Rule 

MIL) • 

To —is a jireposition. ^ 

Achilles —iS a proper noun, of the masculine, jender, 
third person, singular number, and is in tlie objective case, 
being governed by the jireposition to. . 

To restore —is a regular active transitive verb, of the 
present tense, of the infinitive mood., 

Denmnds —^is a regular active tran.sitive verb, of'the 
jiresent tense, of tfie indieativ^nood, tliird jierson, singu¬ 
lar numlicr, *id agrees with its nominative fa restore* 
(Rule VI.) 


Our —^is a posses.sive adjective pronoun. 

Care —is a common noun, of the neuter gender, ft"'’--' > 
person, singular number, and in the objective case, govern¬ 
ed by. the verb demands. 

Alas —^is an in‘,erjectij.i, expressive of regret. 

We —^is ajK.sonal pronoun, of the inasc.line gender,f 
first person, plural number, and is the npminativc of the 
verb can rfo.J 

Can do —^is an irregular active trans’tive v.erb, (auxiliary) 
of the. present tense, of the potential mood, first person, 
plural number, and agrees with its nominative we. 


* Or the sentence ** To restore the body,” 

t As refcrriiijif to 2^enelaut aud AJaxt otherwise common to loth genders. 
} Dof ondoratood. 




No—is an inc^ifinite a^ective pronotin.. juiued Jo the 
noun thing (nijuerstood.) * 

Thing (undcirstood)—is a common noun, of the neuter 
gender, 4hird person, singular number, and in the objective 
case, governed by the acti\te transitive verb can do. 

More .—is an ^verb of comparison.* ^ 

* JVb more is BometiineB ptmied ati uu ** advorbuil plirase/'->«bat thi» ia 
objei’tiouable. 
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